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Dear Colin Haigh,

RE: Application No 6/2020/2307/EMH Appeal Letter

I am writing to you in order to appeal against a recent refusal for a ‘single storey front extension to replace existing 
porch canopy and external cupboard’ on the basis outlined below. 

I hope that with this further evidence our proposed design can be understood as a positive addition to our 
neighbourhood and home, and hope that you can approve its build. 

Reasons for refusal, as stated in the refusal letter:

1. The size of the extension;
2. The introduction of the circular window.

Response:
Regarding point 1, the size, in the last couple of years a number of extensions similar to the one that we propose 
have been approved and built as additions to homes of exactly the same architectural style as ours, no more than 
200m away from our house. We have compiled a presentation that shows the current condition of our house, along 
with a selection of front extensions we have found in our surrounding neighbourhood. We have also included the 
drawings of our proposed extension to show that our proposal is not any different than the other extensions 
approved and built in the surrounding area. Please find attached a link to the presentation, outlining the 
aforementioned front extensions surrounding 47 Howicks Green.

The presentation illustrates the fact that our proposed extension is not the first of this nature at Howicks Green and 
Howlands as a whole, and would not have the detrimental impact upon the property and wider street scene, as the 
wider street scene has already adapted the same stylistic and architectural changes elsewhere. Howicks Green alone 
already contains two extensions that are similar in size and style. Furthermore, 3 close-by houses, architecturally the 
same, on the main street that leads to Howicks Green - far busier and more exposed to the public street - have a 
front extension, each 1.25m deep or more. The proposed depth of our extension is 1.2m which is less than that. Two 
of those are of comparable width to our proposed extension. We took precedent from those extensions while 
designing ours, and therefore understand that the proposed size and shape are proportional and comply with the 
Estate Management Policies.  

Regarding point 2, the circular window has been introduced as a response to the previous refusal letter. The circular 
window has been used in the two larger front extensions near our house and is one of the most characteristic 
features of Welwyn Garden City’s vernacular architecture. The use of the circular window therefore takes on a more 
holistic approach to design, in line with the wider street scene of Welwyn Garden City as a whole, as per the Estate 
Management Scheme. Please refer to the aforementioned presentation as well as the architectural design of 
Howlands for reference. 

I am happy to discuss this design further together in due course. I appreciate your consideration and look forward to 
hearing from you soon.



Kind regards, 

Karol Grzeskowiak
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